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Press Release
4th December 2006

Developers Announce Their Vision for Seaton’s Regeneration

Developers behind plans to regenerate Seaton (just who are these developers?  No-one has ever been able to find them), today submitted their scheme to East Devon District Council (EDDC) for outline planning consent.  Following an extensive period of public consultation (they are having a laugh here, surely!), Liatris Holdings Ltd - the major landowner of the 40-acre site - has proposed a mixed use (not much mix there – shops and houses) scheme that is based on EDDC’s Development Brief (well, not the Development Brief I saw) and which promises to transform this part of the East Devon coastline.

Liatris’s ambitious (for this read: moneyspinning) scheme is devised to capitalise on, and enhance Seaton’s unique waterfront location (how come – it isn’t on the waterfront and they don’t own the riverside site) on the spectacular Jurassic coastline (well, at least they got that bit right!).  The developer’s capital contributions (how much, to who, with what public consultation?) will be pivotal in unlocking several major attractions in the area including a new visitors’ centre (but it may be smaller than at first envisaged), a 250 acre nature reserve of national significance (that can get its funding from anywhere and doesn’t need our money) and facilities for the Wessex Way cycle route (in the small Visitor’s Centre!).
With provision for a new supermarket and other non-food retail (a DIY store no-one asked for or seems to want), the scheme will greatly improve Seaton’s shopping environment, by retaining local spending and attracting more shoppers into the town (no – I’ll still go to Exeter). 

Also included in Liatris’s scheme are 386 new homes (no –more – they’ve left a bit of the site out and on it are more houses), with a commitment to high standards of construction, design and energy efficiency (well, I’ll believe that when I see it). The planning application also contains community facilities (a gym or a creche in the Visitor’s Centre – big deal!), public spaces and a public square (owned by the developer or whoever they sell on to) surrounded by shops and cafes (it doesn’t have to have these – they can change their minds), giving a focal point for community activities (we have shops and cafes that are focal points for the community now). It is estimated these proposals will create around 314 new jobs in the local community (what kind of jobs – break them down – how many are NOT shop assistants and toilet cleaners?), with more coming from a new hotel development in the regeneration area (only if Axe Riverside decide to build one and even then it will probably have 30 or 40 beds as their site is too small for anything bigger). These new homes and employment opportunities will offer a significant boost to the local economy (how?  Prove it).
Commenting on the scheme, Terry Dinham, Managing Director of project managers T D Partnership said: “In line with EDDC’s Development Brief (have a laugh here again), creating facilities and amenities (shops and houses) that attract investment (whose – prove it) will be critical to the regeneration of Seaton (this is a development not regeneration).  Currently many residents shop outside Seaton (and will continue to do so – we do occasionally like to leave Seaton, you know) and our scheme will encourage more money to be spent in the town, helping to create more wealth in the local economy (how, prove it)”.
According to recent independent research (it was paid for by the developer) currently 61%* of residents do their main food shopping outside Seaton (so what? If I shop at Waitrose I will continue to shop at Waitrose) and when it comes to other goods the percentage is even higher (but I ENJOY going to Exeter!). But the development of the new supermarket and other non-food stores in the town will keep residents shopping within Seaton (seems to me they don’t want us outside the town we might mess up other towns!) and attract others (you mean the ones currently shopping in Axminster and Honiton?). With enhanced pedestrian access to the high street from the regeneration area (how?  No-one has ever shown how this “improved access” will come about), increased consumer spending will also be felt throughout the town (well, that’s OK then – stuff your quality of life but at least you can shop).

This application for outline planning consent is designed only to establish the principle of development and operates as a framework onto which details can be applied (in other words we can change any part of it at any time in the future). The visual plan that accompanies the application identifies zones of development only (see previous), with detailed applications to follow. As part of the application however, Liatris Holdings has also prepared a visual masterplan to demonstrate how this framework could be implemented (that will be interesting). This masterplan has been used to environmentally assess the proposals and these details will be used to ensure that the development meets planners’ objectives (minimum objectives have to be met – that’s all this means).
Part of the scheme covers what is currently the Lyme Bay Holiday Village, which is expected to close at some point in the near future. Commenting on the planning application Chief Executive of owners Hollybush Hotels, Martyn Harrison said that the closure of the village was inevitable (it apparently operates at 80% of capacity throughout the year – something other holiday villages would be proud of). “The traditional market that Lyme Bay has relied on has declined significantly (so – change it). The combination of declining visitor numbers ( (see above) an inability to increase prices (why – have they tried it – they charge about half what other holiday villages charge according to some of their visitors) and ever increasing costs to operate the facility means that Lyme Bay Holiday Village does, in our view, not possess a long term viable future.” (so better sell the land back to the developer)  He continues, “We believe that Seaton can and should re-launch its entire tourism agenda taking account of changing tastes and increasing consumer demand for contemporary products and services (day trippers and shoppers for leisure).”
As well as contributing funds to the proposed Jurassic visitors’ centre (how much?), Liatris will also contribute towards a new community facility within the centre, the use of which is still to be determined by East Devon District Council although a gym or crèche are the most likely contenders (where else would you find “community facilities” meaning a gym or a crèche!). 

 “We are excited about taking this next step towards Seaton’s regeneration (we are looking forward to money in the bank). We are committed to enhancing Seaton’s reputation as a tourist (day trippers) and retail destination (shopping as leisure) and believe these plans will give the town the opportunity it needs to prosper in the years ahead (however, we will have long gone so it won’t matter if we get this wrong). This development will seal Seaton’s reputation (it sure will!) as an attractive town in which to live (if you want to shop), work (if you want to shop) and visit (if you want to shop),” finished Terry Dinham.

For further information visit http://www.seatonplan.info.
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Notes to Editors

· Data source:  Plus Four, an independent consumer research company, based their findings on 800 telephone interviews in the Seaton postcode area (a week after the first masterplan was exhibited when they realised they hadn’t done any public consultation on a DIY store).

Nature Reserve

· East Devon District Council is planning to expand the Seaton Marshes Local Nature Reserve (LNR) to turn it into one of the most important wetland wildlife reserves in the South West. The plan is to merge the Seaton Marshes LNR (26 acres) and Colyford Common LNR (33 acres) and expand the total area covered to up to 250 acres (but EDDC never mentioned who would be financing it when they presented it to 150 people at the Town Hall on 1 November 2006 – the first we had ever heard of the project – no public consultation on this so far).

The Wessex Way Cycle Route

· The Wessex way cycle route runs from the Bristol Channel coast to Seaton.

· Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. Its vision is a world in which


people choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and environment. It is

achieving this through innovative but practical solutions to the UK’s transport challenges.

· Sustrans is the charity behind the National Cycle Network, Safe Routes to Schools and



many other projects that deliver lasting changes in people’s travel behaviour.

· In September 2005 the National Cycle Network celebrated its first ten years and ten

thousand miles. The Network now runs within one mile of over half the UK population and, in 2005, was used for 232 million trips.

And they have been planning this cycle route for years – long before Liatris came on the scene.
